
Rezoning of the Crows Nest Metro Sites 
 
I object to the rezoning of the Crows Nest Metro site as proposed by the Department of 
Planning and Environment in the documentation released on the internet. 
 
The Department is proposing a tower or two towers of 27 storeys on Block A, 17 storeys on 
Block B and 8 storeys on Block C. It is proposed that the bulk of this is residential with some 
commercial including  a hotel on Block B. The residential component will produce 350 
residences.  
 
This will only exacerbate the burgeoning over development of residential in the St Leonards 
Crows Nest precinct with the massive towers already under construction and approved. The 
Government should not be acting as a property developer but should be acting in the real 
interests  of the community and putting the brakes on the excesses of the development 
industry. 
 
The State Government through the Department should be taking the lead and ensuring that 
the whole development on the site is commercial space to rebuild the precinct as viable 
major employment centre. This would surely be a better outcome  than more units in an 
already overcrowded precinct. The concept of some of the commercial space as a hotel is 
fine but there must be much more traditional commercial office space to serve this highly 
accessible location. 
 
The heights of the towers cause issues for the surrounding residential areas especially those 
to the south west of the Pacific Highway. The towers will be a dominating presence (not 
illustrated in the documents) and will overshadow the area the whole of the morning. The 
towers should be lower. 
 
The community has felt powerless in having its voice heard in the planning process in NSW 
over recent years. Many if not all communities watching old residential areas of character 
and history be destroyed by overdevelopment are horrified with the outcomes over which 
they have no control. When they do express views they are almost always ignored. Many 
people rightly question whose interests does the planning process put first. The inevitable 
answer is the development industry. This must change or Governments of all persuasions 
will experience the electoral backlash. The Department must re establish public confidence 
in the planning process by showing that in this case that it is listening to the community and 
modifying its draft plans accordingly.  
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